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THE MEANING OF LE MENEC

Abstract

This paper proposes thah unfamiliartype ofcircumpolarastronomy was
practiced by the time Le Menec was budltound 4000 BCE. This observatory
enabled he rotation of the earth and eclipticcédion of eastern and western
horizonsto be knownin real time, by observingtellar motion by night and
solar motion by day. This method avoidedellar extinction angles by
measuring the circular motion of a circumpolar marker star as a range in
azimuth which could then bequated with the diameter of a suitably calibrated
observatory circle. The advent of dench counting and simple geometrical
calcul ator s, already f ound thaarticulaton Ma n i «
of large time periods withi Car nac 0 s megal ithic mo n
Alignments beingevealedo bea study ofmoonrises during half of th@o o n 6 s
nodal periodL e Me ne c 0 s isToyna & beh tineefagored model of
the moonds orbit r elThiginteypeetatioroof lte Menece ar t |
finds that key stones have survived and ttte gapsseen int he c¢cr oml ec
walls today were an essentialpart of its symbolic languageguiding
contemporary visitors a® how its purpose and practical usagess tobe
interpraed within thepre-literatemegalithic culture.

Two key lengths are found at Le Manio and Le Menec: The first, of 4 eclipse
years is a daynch count of the Octon eclipse cycle; the second is a four solar
year count that, with the first, forms a trianghearked clearly by stones at Le
Menec. The principles worked out at Le Manio appear fully developed in Le
Menecbdbs western cromlech, i ncl-imchi ng t
count,consequently forming diameter of 3400 megalithic inches which equals
in number the daysn half a nodal period. The scaling of the Western
Alignments is found to be 17 days per metre, a scaling naturally produced by
the diagnal of a triple square geometrical constructidrsingle sloping length
on the top othe centralstone initiating rowo, indicates a single lunar orbit at
17 days per metre, a length of 1.607 metres. This coanfréime counting
within geometrical structureseveals thata | mo s t al | o sternL e Me
cromlech and alignmentsexpressa necessaryform, so asto representa
megalithic study of (a) circumpolar time as having 365 time uni{®) the
mo o n 0 sas bavihgi 82 times 122 of those uraiisd (c) the variations of
successive moonrises over most of a lunar nodal perid8.6fsolar years.
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TheSt ar t o f FaBoausAlganedis

In this report,alignments ardaken to belong rows of sones that run in
parallel forlong distance through the landscapé&.he alignmentsn Carnac,
Brittany, often have a starting point in wh#te Frenclicall a cronlech Based
upon a circulargeometry these monuments areade up of stones following
arcs to form a single compound shape. The stones of a cromlech can be
touching or they can be spaced out and in some cases, stones might have been
removed during the Hisor i ¢ a | period but 1 n some ¢

of a cromlech were probably intentional and are there on purpose.

The alignment we will be considering here is called Le Metisawestern
end is defined by cromlechsinceoccupied by later budings and some of the
breaks in the cromlechds walls enabl e
some of these Dbuildings were probably
alignments. Some stones may well have been employed where they stood, as
foundaions for the buildings of the hamlet of Le Menec. The cromjgolvides
visitors with a car park, where one can statifore the alignments, at their
start The initial stones are very large and impressiveeminding one of
Br it ai nmoaumensm gagtisular Avebury where the stones are similar
in their shapes but only used within a very large ciendd circles inside or

A a v e n uuwstsdwd frawsd wanderingthe local landscapia parallel.

Both Avebury and Le Meneedddrianglésrincul ar
their geometrical design, and in general all the circular struciardxitain
follow the same design rules and units of measure as those found in Brittany.
For example, the Le Menec cromlech is an egg shape in which a circle has been
exended to form a longer perimeter length, a technifijist identified by
Alexander Thomin his pioneering surveying work undertaken between 1934
and his death in 1985.
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Figure 1 Thomdés detailed survey of tarhad Le Me
the western alignments. Note the use @3 t ri angl es empl oying meg
megalithic yards) and a circle in which the triangles enable one half to be lengthened in
perimeter. The rows also appear separated using megalithic yardghthbey significantly

stray from forming a straight line. The azimuth Thom determined (19.888 turned out to
symbol i se what the alignments probably repr
through a solar year to eclipse year relationship totEas

Thom had foundd f a mi |geometrizal des$ign rules in British stornegs
while undertakingthe first accurate surveys of them, a hobby he developed
before the war. Thorfound a unit employed in megalithic structures which he
named a megalithic yardMY), of about 2.72 feet in length{0.829m).
Following the publication of hiscontroversial Megalithic Sites in Britain
(1967) the British archaeological fraternity challenged Tham,1970, to
surveythe largely uAnvestigated Carnac Alignments as atfer the same or
similar geometrical and metrological rule§he then editor of the journal
Antiquity, Dr Glyn Daniel, oversaw the project which was also filmed by the

BBC for aChronicled ocument ary about Thomé&s wor

'First broadcast 31 October 1970 and viewabletat//www.bbc.co.uk/archive/chronicle/8604.shtml
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weeks in Carma but achieved an astonishing amount including providing an

accurate survey of the alignments and their cromlechs.

Le MenecoO6s cromlech (s eperfettly opaacad 1) i
with Thombés already athe tha tao peeddtermadoimr p h o | «
spite of the large gaps in its perimeter. There are many surveyed Type 1 eggs in
Great Britain and Le Menecb6s egg 1is |
length used in Britain to define its egg shaped rings. The alignments also
employed this uih in their row separations, if not in the separations between

stones within the rows, running eastwards.

Figure 2 Thenorttwe st er n quadr ant i s a wal | or Aker b
the cromlechds geomet ry eternearly 8275 [1.438]mfeheat e a
cCu

circlebds cir mf er ence
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